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FIRST FLAG RAISED IN 


SOUTHERN OREGON 1863 


(COVER) 


The 
old hand- 
made flag 
was the 
first flown 
in Southern Oregon. 

The 34 star-flag was 
made by Mrs. Elizabeth Lane, 
Mrs. Jane H. Walrad, and Mrs. 
Jequett. It was first flown at a 
gathering of many settlers held 
at Wagner Creek, which in 
1863, was one of the most pros- 
perous sections of the Rogue 
Valley. 

When Clarence Lane, 
(the son of the flag maker), was 
a youngster, he and other chil- 
dren, carried the flag in mimic 
parades and floated the flag 
with their drum corps. Lane’s 
drum was an empty nail keg, 
with cowhide stretched across 
the ends. Another lad had a real 
drum which had seen service in 
real war. 

The material of the 1863 
flag was called paper cambric, 
but the sheen disappeared 
through the years. 

The flag was flown in 
many of the Ashland parades. 
Clarence Lane eventually do- 
nated the flag to the Southern 
Oregon Historical society. 

The flag has been on display for 


Newsletter Editor & 
Museum Curator 
Barbara Hegne 


—> 


What’s 
Inside 
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many years in the gun collec- 
tion case at the Historical Soci- 
ety in Jacksonville. 


FLAGS ON DISPLAY AT THE 


Two interesting flags are 
on display at the Eagle Point 
Museum: A small 2 1/2” X 4° 
silk flag with thirteen stars and 
a 34-star flag, with the stars ar- 
ranged in a circle and striped of 
red, white and beige. 

The small flag was do- 
nated to the Southern Oregon 
Historical Society by Sylvia 
Hurd Manning. Her grandfather 
who had fought in the Civil War 


gave the flag to her. The-large - 


34-star flag was donated to the 
SOHS by the Albert Hudson 
family of Jacksonville. How- 
ever, there is little known of its 
history. 

The 34th star was added 
to the United States flag with 
the entrance of Kansas into the 
Union in 1861. 

Stop by the museum and 
see these historical flags. Both 
flags are on loan from the 
Southern Oregon Historical So- 
ciety. Thanks to Mary Ames 
Sheret for getting them to us. 


Welcome new members: 


Debbie Jackson, Ruth 
Sanderson, Evelyn Godleski, 
Roxanne Morris, Fred 
Coffman, Millie Fanning, 
Diane Drouin, and Pear| 
Bennett. 


If you would like to 
become a member or sponsor 
a membership, mail your 
check to Eagle’ Point 
Historical Museum, P. O. Box 
201,Eagle Point, Ore. 97524 


Lifetime $100 
Single $7.50 
Husband & wife $12.50 


Teens (0 to 13 yrs) $5.00 
Business $10.00 
You will help us support our 
local museum and preserve 
our history. 

You will receive our bi- 
monthly “newsletter. 


4 \V/% A big “Thank 

NG You”. to May 
Vounteers: 

Don & David 

Reynolds: 

moved the phone 


switchboard, basket display 
case and T.V. cabinet to 
create a better Children’s 
Corner. 

Wayne Jackson: for fixing our 
lights and for getting us a 
discount. 


Donation: Rose & LeRoy 


Draper: bee smokers, honey 
bee book, canning apparatus 
for cans. 


Comments, E-Mail, Fax & 

Correspondence 

Now we have several 
ways of receiving and sending 
messages. Here are some of our 
messages: 

“We will also be looking 
for the gravesites of my Great 
Grandparents...Ella and William 
Phillips. We know they owned 
Meadowbrook Farm and think 
they were buried in Brownsboro. 
Any info. you might have on the 
cemeteries in Brownsboro would 
certainly be of help.” Loralee 
Smith. 

B. H. We were able to send 
Loralee information on _ her 
family. 

“Any information that you 
man have on Wiley H. Parker 
would greatly be appreciated.” 
Dottie Crawford in CA. 

Wiley Parker was an 
early settler near Jacksonville 
and we sent this information to 
Dottie. 

Comments: 

“I’m from Calif. and this place is 
fabulous Thank you”. Natalie G. 
Kruger. 

“This is so very nicely done 
thanks to these ladies.” Marion 
Richards, Rogue River. 

“Your hard work is our 
pleasure.Thanks all you ladies 
and a few gents too!” Jacque 
MacMillan, Rogue River. 

“Melva & Barbara THANKS! 
Especially for the history books.” 
“Ms. Kennedy's class enjoyed the 
museum very much, thank you” 

Several school groups 
visited us before school let out 
for the summer. We were able to 
help students with historical 
projects. 


Two of our treasured 
sepg member have passed 

away, Barbara Beebe and 

Richard Saltmarsh. 
Barbara, and her husband, board 
member, Ken Beebe, donated a 
large collection of railroad items. 
Richard “Salty” Saltmarsh, a 
descendent of early pioneers, 
donated several items to our 
museum including an _ old 
Tennessee muzzle loading rifle. 
We will keep them in our minds 
and in our hearts. 


Barbara Hegne was invited to Fountain Plaza Retirement Home to 
show the Wood House video to the men’s breakfast group. They all 
knew something about the old house and enjoyed the presentation. 


MUSEUM HAPPENINGS 


Tony and Angela Hegne enjoy watching a video in our new 
Children’s Corner. The White Eagle Head Start Program 
donated a small phone switchboard. Now we have several 
“hands on” items to help entertain the small children while 
the parents enjoy the museum. The children can color, 
watch kid’s videos and play with the switchboard. We thank 
the head start for thinking of us. 


* 


THE FIRST SCHOOL IN SOUTHERN OREGON 
By Barbara Hegne 


The first school in 
southern Oregon was 
organized by Miss Emma 
Royal in Jacksonville, in the 
winter of 1853. Emma went 
to the mining camps and 
solicited gold from the miners 
to start the school. 

The first school was 
held in alog cabin which was 
the residence of T. F. Royal. 

James Henry Bascom 
Royal, brother of T. F. Royal, 
taught school the winter and 
spring (1853-54). In 1854, 
Royal bought an adjoining 
house next to the log cabin. 
Over 60 children enrolled 
that first summer and winter 
1854-55. 

The old school (1856), 
is believed to be a part of a 
still-standing pioneer house 
located at 560 N. Oregon St., 
Jacksonville. 

Schoo! on Little Butte 
Creek was established in 
1855, but with the Indian 
trouble and war, school 
lasted a short time. The 
school got off to another start 
in 1857. The first students 
were: Rube and _ Frank 
Johnson; Polk, Martha, Ruth 
and Ky Mathews; Jane, 
Thomas and John Nichols. 

It wasn’t until 1863 
that school was held on a 
regular basis. The first early 
school was located a couple 
of miles up Little Butte Creek, 
apparently on the east end of 
the McDaniels’ donation land 
claim. Children from the 
surrounding areas of 

Brownsboro and 
[Pe-4 |Antelope attended. 


Photo shows the first Catholic Church,(white building upper left) the old covered 
bridge (center picture) and the new school house large white two-story building 
with flag on top). 


In 1868, a school was 
organized in the Antelope 
Valley. The Commissioners 
Journal April 11, 1868 
mentions this school as being 
near Jackson Rader’s 
donation land claim located 
south of Eagle Point (about 1 
1/2 miles N. E. of the 
Veterans Hospital). The 
school was to be used as a 
voting place for the Butte 
Creek Precinct. In 1872, the 
school was moved several 
miles south near William 
Simpson’s place at Wellen. 
The voting place for Little 
Butte Creek changed from 
Rader to Simpson School. 
References: 

Encyclopaedia Britannica, school 
file Southern Oregon Historical 
Society., Democratic Times April 
13, 1872. School District 
boundaries, Feb. 20, 1855, June 
24, 1869, State of Oregon 


Inventory of Historic Properties. 
Manuscript 317 SOHS. 


° 


Interesting, that some relatives of the 
children who attended the first school on 
Little Butte Creek in 1855, still live in Eagle 
Point and. the surrounding areas, including: 
The Brophy-Nichols, Johnson and Mathews 
families. 


Eagle Point School was held in one-room 
buildings until this fine school was built 
and opened in Oct. 1899. Later, the top 
story was taken off and the building was 
moved up the street. Part of the building 
is still standing and used as the 
maintenance office for the school. 
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Eagle Point Historical 
Society in the parade. 
Top: Helen Wolgamott 
& Ernie Redington, 
4992. 

Center: Lola & Martin 
Burke, hosting Ed 
Dahack (President) & 
Lee Dahack, 1993. 
Bottom: 1994, 

Burkes’ hosting Larry 
Vaughn & Helen 
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Eagle Point Historical 
Society in the parade. 
Top: 1995 Pioneers 
Parade. 

Center: front, Nellie 
Jackson, Lola & 
Martin Burke, 1996. 
Bottom: Beryl 
Hickson “Sweetheart 
of Eagle Point High’, 
in the Burke’s touring 
car, 1997. 


A big THANK YOU fo Lola and Martin Burke who have 
provided us with beautiful transportation in the Eagle 
Point Parade for six years, and they are continuing to do 
it again for 1999! 


Eagle Point Historical 
Society in the parade. 

Top: Barbara Hegne, 
museum curator, Grand 
Marshall of the 1997 
parade, 

Bottom: Board members, 
Ken Beebe & Amy Dawson. 


- Committees: ees 
Historical News Virginia Cutler & 
Volunteers ‘Don Reynolds cee 
Attendance - Don Reynolds — 
Cemetery Don Reynolds 
Hostess . Amy Dawson 
Grounds. Helen Wolgamott 
Liaison {SOHS) Marjorie Eden 
Staff Museum Ones Mey 
Don ‘Reynolds . e PES 
Carol Reynolds — 
Beryl’ Hickson: 
Arlene Hoffman. 
Virginia Cutler: 
Midge Harnish 
Sally Correveau 
Helen Walosniott ahd 


For a fun Sunday afternoon take your kids or grand kids to the Railroad Park on Berrydale Ave., 
Medford. Trains run every 2nd & 4th Sun. 11 am to 3pm. The Southern Ore. Chapter of the National 
Historical Soc. belong to our unified Jackson County Museums Assoc. 


Hats off to our 
two out-going 
“OUT GOING” 
Bee wa, rd 
members: Don 
Reynolds and 
Larry Vaughn. 
Both have 
served the 
Eagle Point 
Historical 


Society for six years. 

In 1993, Don Reynolds was 
elected Vice-President and also served 
on the Antelope Cemetery Committee. He 
was elected president in 1995 and served 
three years. Don is still on the Cemetery 
Committee and he is in charge of 
volunteers and attendance. He mows the 
grass (and weeds) and helps with other 
duties around the museum. Don is always 
a person you can count on to help. Don 
works for Timber Products as a 
‘Spreadman’. He is also Superintendent 
of the Antelope Sunday School. 

Larry Vaughn was_ elected 
treasurer in 1993. As the museum has 
grown over the past six years, Larry has 
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kept everything on computer and in good order. When 
we had to go before the County Commissioners for 
funding, Larry wrote the budgets and answered the 
questions right. If it weren’t for Larry, we just might still 
be in our little school room wishing for more space. Larry 
was elected president in 1998 and held both president 
and treasurer offices for the past year. Larry is a teacher 
at Hedrick Middle School in Medford. 


Larry Vaughn on the left, Don Reynolds on the right. 


WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBER SKIP 
GEEAR 


CANDIDATE FOR 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Skip Geear: 


Skip has been an area resident for 30 
years. He graduated from Los Angeles Harbor 
College, and spent six years in the US Navy. 
After his military service he was employed by 
C.P. Natural Gas in Medford for 20 years. Skip 
has always been interested in preserving history 
since he was a kid. He has saved most of his 
childhood toys, and to this day, he still has the 
first car he drove to high school. He has a strong 
interested in antique cars, and for the past 30 
years has been a member of the Vintage 
Chevrolet Club of America, and for a few years 
served as the Technical Advisor for the club. Skip 
is a contributing writer for the club’s magazine 
the “Generator & Distributor.” In recent years, 
Skip was able to salvage the vintage 1922 
Aermotor windmill from the abandoned Gilman 
Dairy by the Medford Airport, and now he has it 
on permanent display as a local history artifact. 
Skip is also the owner and curator of the Fisher 
Body Craftsman’s Guild Foundation Museum in 
Eagle Point. This is a non-profit museum 
dedicated to promote and maintain artifacts and 
collectibles from the Fisher Body Craftsman’s 
Guild. His collection includes Chevrolet, the 
Spirit of St. Louis, and Connie Francis 
memorabilia. Skip said ,“It will be an honor to 
serve on the Eagle Point Historical Society 
Board.” 


Skip Geear standing in front of his 
famous “Fisher Body Coach” located at 
his museum in Eagle Point 


Walt Barker 


Walt Barker is an all-around human 
dynamo. If you want to know a regulation or city 
code number, ask Walt. He is the ex-mayor of 
Eagle Point and responsible for many great 
changes in our little town. If you asked Walt 
why he likes the “Political arena” he will 
probably tell you he really likes a challenge. 
Walt is also active in the Lions Club and the 
Senior Citizen Center. 

Walt served on the Eagle Point 
Historical Board in the past and was on the 
building committee. Walt and Sharon have 
volunteered their time in staffing the museum 
on some Saturdays. In addition, they both have 
donated some priceless artifacts to our 
historical collection. 

Walt and his wife, Sharon, live in Eagle 
Point and have a collection of prized pets to 
keep them company. 


Top: Walt Barker, 
Mayor. Below: in 
his “Grumpy” 
Christmas _ shirt. 


Taken at the Eagle 
Point Museum. 
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Rick Chamberlain 


Most everyone knows at least one person 
from the Chamberlain family. Rick Chamberlain, is 
a true “Eagle Pointer’ having lived his entire life 
here and attended school from the ist to 12th 
grades. After graduating Rick went to work for 
Steve Wilson Logging and kept that profession 
most of his life. 

Rick is a multi-talented guy, he can drive a 
truck, fly an airplane and ride a bull. From 1971 to 
1981, he followed the local rodeo circuit. In 1981, 
he placed in every event except bareback. He won 
All Around. 

Most people know Rick as a strong family 
man. He is proud of his of two boys and three girls. 
Rick, his wife, Debbie, and family live right in the 
heart of Eagle Point. 

Rick is not an organization or club joiner. 
However, he was on the Eagle Point School Board 
from 1994 to 1998. This was something he really 
believed in. Rick and Debbie have been society 
members for many years. Rick has expressed a 
committed interest in being a board member of the 
Eagle Point Historical Society . 


Rick Chamberlain in the 
Eagle Point Museum 


Candidates for the Eagle Point Board of Directors. Two candidates will be elected to three-years terms. 
Biographical sketches of the eligible candidates Walt Barker, Rick Chamberlain & Lynn Helgedalen pgs 9 & 10. 


Lynn Helgedalen: 


Lynn lives on a farm at Brownsboro 
surrounded by horses, sheep and two 
Pomeranian dogs, but she isn't a farmer, Lynn is 
an artist. She does acrylic and digital art and 
owns her own business, “FreeStyle Graphics’. 
Her business, located at 832 E. Main Medford, is 
where Lynn started her digital adventure. 
Skimpy, in the beginning, she now has some of 
the biggest clients in the Rogue Valley including 
Bear Creek Corporation, Southern Oregon 
Historical Society and the Jackson County 
Health Department. Lynn designed the “World 
No Tobacco Day’ logo for the Health Dept. and 
she has designed and created numerous Web 
Sites for Internet customers. 

Lynn knows the workings of the Eagle 
Point Historical Society. She served on the 
board in 1991-93 and was elected as treasurer. 
Lynn shared her expertise in insurance and 
small business ventures with the society and got 
us off the ground to a running start. 

Lynn tells her friends and customers to be 
sure and stop by the museum and see one of the 
best in the country. Lynn loves history and is 
proud of the Eagle Point Historical Society. 


Logo: “World No Tobacco Day” designed for 
the Jackson County Health Department by 
our own Lynn Helgedalen. Bravo!! 

Below: A smiling Lynn, ready for action. 


Annual Dinner and Election of Board of Directors 

August 9, 1999 is the date for our annual 
meeting and election of board of directors. This 
year the annual dinner will be catered by 
Kentucky Fried Chicken. The menu will be 
chicken, cole slaw, baked beans and 
rolls. Refreshments and dessert will 
be provided by the Eagle Point 
Historical Society. Price for the meal 
is $4.00 per person. We need to 
know how many meals to order so 
please mail your check in by August 2nd to Eagle 
Point Historical Society P. O. Box 201, Eagle 
Point, OR 97524. 

Dinner begins at 6:30 PM. Members and 
friends not wishing to attend the dinner are 
welcome to our meeting and election following 
dinner. For more information call 826-4166. 


Agenda July 12, 1999 


A. 7:.P.M. Call to Order: 
Welcome & Introductions 


Larry Vaughn 


Order of Business: 

B. Overview of Minutes 

_, _...Read.gnd approved 

C. Correspondence 

D. President's Report by Wayne Jackson 

E Treasurer Report by:Wayne Jackson 
. Discussion and approved ~ 


Carol Reynolds 


€arot Reynolds 


Committee Reports (Discussion to follow) 
Historical News Virginia Cutler 
Grounds Helen Wolgamott 
Volunteers Don Reynolds 
Cemetery Don Reynolds 
Membership Report Barbara Hegne 
Curator’s Report Barbara Hegne 
Hostess Amy Dawson 
Liaison (SOHS) Marjorie Eden 


A: 
2. 
oF 
4. 
5. 
6. 
Ube 
8. 


Old Business 
Gigantic Yard Sale, August 15 (volunteers? 


New Business 


You are invited to our meetings the 
2nd Monday of each month at 7 P.M., held 
at the museum on North Royal Ave. 
Refreshments are served courtesy of 
various members. Come join us in planning 
the historical future of the Eagle Point 
Historical Society and Meet new friends. 


Next Meeting July 12, 1999. 

The museum is a great place to bring your 
company and visitors. We are open every 
day in the summer. 


Agenda August 9, 1999 


6:30 No Host Dinner 

7:15 P. M. Welcome & Introductions 
(Larry Vaughn, President) 

President's Report, Larry Vaughn 

Annual Museum Report: Barbara Hegne 
Awards: Larry Vaughn & Barbara Hegne 
Annual Grounds Report: Helen Wolgamott 
Ballot Count for new Board Members: 
[Carol Vaughn, Marjorie Eden & Larry Vaughn] 
Announcement New Board Members: 
Larry Vaughn. 


Short Executive Board meeting to elect 
officers. 

Announcement of Officers. 
Adjournment and clean up. 


Thanks for being here!! 


Single $7.50 
Husband & Wife $12.50 
Business $10 
Lifetime $100 


Sun.Tues. Wed. Thurs & Fri. 


We are located in the Historic 
District of Eagle Point, Oregon, 
between the O!d Antelope 


Covered Bridge and the Butte 
Creek Mill on North Royal. 
ADMISSION FREE 


Eagle Point Historical Society 
P. O. Box 201 
Eagle Point, Oregon 97524 


True Historical Storie 


Summer Hours 


12 Noon to 4pm 
Saturday 10 AM to 4pm. 
Closed Monday 
Museum 826-4166 
Schedule Begins July 1, 
1999 
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ANNUAL HOT AUGUST 
CITY WIDE 
YARD SALE 
SPONSORED BY THE 
EAGLE POINT 
HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
CALL BARBARA HEGNE TO 
RESERVE YOUR SPOT = oe 
Every year it gets BIGGER and BETTER. LAST YEAR OVER 42 
SPACES WERE FILLED TO THE BRIM WITH TABLES, CARTS, 
CAMPERS, AND PICK UPS LOADED WITH TREASURES. EVERYONE 
MADE MONEY AND YOU CAN TOO. It helps YOU and it helps OUR 


MUSEUM 
$10 A SPACE 20 FEET ACROSS AND WAY BACK TO THE CREEK. 


FOR INFO CALL BARBARA HEGNE AT THE MUSEUM 826-4166. 


*JEWELRY *CLOTHES *TOOLS *CRAFTS *FURNITURE 
*DISHES *TOYS *CAMERAS *BOOKS *PLANTS AND 
EVERYTHING ELSE. CALL 825-416 
ALSO MORE “STUFF” AT THE SENIOR CENTER ON LOTO ST., 
PLUS THEIR GREAT HOT DOGS, COFFEE, DESSERT ETC.. 


SUNDAY AUGUST 15TH 830 A M TILL] — 
L ATE AFTERNOON. ITS TOO GOOD To| |© 
BE TRUE.DONT MISS IT. 


Official Election Ballot 
1999 


Eagle Point Historical 
society & Museum 


The candidates for the Board of Trustees of the Eagle Point Historical Society & Museum listed below 
are all Society members in good standing. The candidates are running for three-year terms. Vote for 
a total of two (including write-in candidates should you have any), by placing a check in the boxes 
next to your choices. 

Voters and write-in candidates must be members, or members in good standing, of the Eagle Point 
Historical Society, 30 days prior to voting or being considered for election. 

Instructions: 

Write your name and address on the outside of BALLOT envelope, choose your candidate (s) by 
placing a check mark by their name. Place the ballot inside envelope and seal it. Mail or hand deliver 
ballot to the Eagle Point Historical Society, P. O. Box 201, Eagle Point Or 97524 


VOTE FOR A TOTAL OF TWO: 
Rick Chamberlain 


Lynn Helgedalen 


ass 


Walt Barker 


Write-in candidates must be members of the Eagle Point Historical 30 days prior to being nominated. 
Please print name (s) clearly. 


* 


